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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). The Chair advises that there 
are less than 2 minutes remaining in 
this vote. 

b 1208 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
changed his vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 
170, 171, and 172, I was detained in a closed 
intelligence briefing. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
May 8, 2003, had I been present for rollcall 
vote Nos. 170, 171, and 172, I would have 
voted the following way: rollcall vote No. 
170—‘‘aye’’; rollcall vote No. 171—‘‘aye’’; and 
rollcall vote No. 172—‘‘aye.’’

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 1261. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

WORKFORCE REINVESTMENT AND 
ADULT EDUCATION ACT OF 2003 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 221 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1261. 

b 1208 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1261) to 
enhance the workforce investment sys-
tem of the Nation by strengthening 
one-stop career centers, providing for 
more effective governance arrange-
ments, promoting access to a more 
comprehensive array of employment, 
training, and related services, estab-
lishing a targeted approach to serving 
youth, and improving performance ac-
countability, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. LAHOOD in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) 
each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER). 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, as we stand here 
today, hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans are searching for good, stable new 
jobs. The unemployment rate in April 
rose to 6 percent. As the economy 
works toward recovery, hundreds of 
thousands of Americans are searching 
for jobs and careers that can help them 
ensure security and safety for their 
families. The President has made it 
clear that we need more jobs and we 
need a stronger economy. The back-
bone of economic growth is a strong 
workforce. As we move towards enact-
ing the President’s jobs and growth ini-
tiative this week, we also have a 
chance to strengthen job training op-
portunities for American workers. 

The legislation before us is H.R. 1261, 
the Workforce Reinvestment and Adult 
Education Act. I want to commend the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCKEON), the subcommittee chairman, 
for his leadership in bringing this bill 
to the floor. The bill would reauthorize 
and strengthen the Workforce Invest-
ment Act, or WIA, major legislation 
passed 5 years ago that provided impor-
tant reforms to Federal job training 
programs. Prior to 1998, the Nation’s 
job training system was a mess. It was 
fragmented, contained overlapping pro-
grams, and did not serve anyone very 
well, job seekers or employers. WIA 
consolidated employment and training 
services at the local level and produced 
a more unified workforce development 
system. 

WIA provides funding for States and 
local communities to establish one-
stop shops for workers seeking new 
jobs and new careers. Through the WIA 
system, job seekers now have access to 
labor market information, job coun-
seling and job training to help them 
get back on their feet. WIA has gen-
erally worked well, but it could work 
even better. Duplication and confusion 
are keeping the WIA system from 
reaching its true potential for Amer-
ican workers. Duplication of services 
under the current law results in signifi-
cant resources being squandered, re-
sources that could be used to help 
those in need at a time when they need 
the help most. Overlap in training pro-
grams under the current WIA law has 
contributed to the growth of a con-
fusing patchwork at the State and 
local level. Governors and State and 
local officials need the flexibility to 
target these resources toward the 
unique needs of the men and women in 
their communities. 

The legislation before us would give 
our Nation’s Governors and commu-
nities new tools to meet the unique 
needs of these people that they serve. 
It would streamline the bureaucracy to 
give workers better access to WIA ben-
efits. Congress has an obligation this 
year to improve worker access to these 
WIA benefits and provide Americans 
with an even stronger job training sys-
tem at a time when it is needed most. 

State and local communities should 
be given greater flexibility to tailor 
their WIA systems to their own unique 
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